
By Eileen & Angela

local biodiversity through the art of children



What is your favourite biodiversity?



1970 today

1970 today

Global warming & biodiversity loss 



Global warming & biodiversity loss 

1970 today



69% decrease in global wildlife 

in the past 50 years



Biodiversity
?!



"Only if we

understand,

will we care.

Only if we

care, will we

help. Only if

we help shall

all be saved"

-Jane Goodall



welcome to

William L. (Age 7), "The Puffin Under the Rainbow"



Biodiversity-themed art competitions for children



Target audience, theme, rules





...postcards are sold
online and in stores



Since 2016: 9 competitions in 7 countries



10,000 artworks received, over 100 winners
(pandemic didn't stop us!)

(or Emilie's grandad)







How we scored the artworks: summary of the categories and subcategories
used during the analysis of each artwork



How we scored the artworks: summary of the categories and subcategories
used during the analysis of each artwork



Examples of how we scored the artworks

Landscape feature: ’grassland/meadow’, thus categorised as
depicting a ’system’. Animal taxa = ’mammal’, ’bird’; Plant
elements: ’grass’, ’flower’; Biome type: ’terrestrial’

Landscape features: ’grassland/meadow’, ’river/canal’,
thus categorised as depicting a ’system’. Animal taxa =
’mammal’, ’insect’, ’amphibian’; Plant taxa = ’flower’,
’grass’; Biome type: ’terrestrial-freshwater'; human
element: domestic animal (cow)



Examples of how we scored the artworks

No landscape feature depicted (animal on its own), thus
classfied as a ’simple’. Animal taxa = ’reptile’; Biome type:
’terrestrial’ (animal is a terrestrial one)

Landscape feature: 'ocean' depicted, thus categorised as
depicting a 'system'. (animal on its own), thus classified as a
’simple’. Animal taxa = ’mammal’; Biome type: ’marine’.



Results & discussion: 

6 major trends



1. Unrealistic perception of biodiversity



How children see Irish biodiversity:



Reality of biodiversity.



Reality of biodiversity.

Brainstorming jam:
How could we reduce

this bias?





'Where do you learn about biodiversity?'
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2. More kids depicting insects in 2020 artworks compared to 2016
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Google trends "insect" 2010-2023 in Ireland

2016 comp.
2020 comp.

2. More kids depicting insects in 2020 artworks compared to 2016



No landscape (e.g. animal portrait)

Other

Urban

Ocean

Coast

Lake/Pond

River/Canal

Mountain/Hill

Soil/Ground

Stone/Rock

Woods/Forest

Grassland/Meadow

3. Urban kids have lower awareness of biodiversity than rural kids 
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4. Older kids (teens) have a more dissociated understanding of interactions
between natural systems 

7-12 years5-6 years
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Simple, Age 17



4. Older kids (teens) have a more dissociated understanding of interactions
between natural systems 

No landscape

Other
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Coast

Lake/Pond
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Mountain/Hill

Soil/Ground
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5. Younger kids are more likely to include human indicators

Emilie, Age 7 Diana, Age 8



adopt a holistic view of biodiversity
(i.e. interactions between nature
systems) 
see humans as part of nature (we
are also biodiversity) 

Brainstorming jam: 

How might we help older and/or urban
kids: 





6. Ireland is an island nation, but kids depict primarily terrestrial
biodiversity (not marine biomes)

Other
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IrelandBritish Columbia
(Canada)
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vs British Columbia entries

6. Ireland is an island nation, but kids depict primarily terrestrial
biodiversity (not marine biomes)



Brainstorming jam: How might we even out marine
vs terrestrial biodiversity awareness amongst the
public, scientists, and politicians in a place like
Ireland & in similar locations across Europe? 





By Anna Bennis (age 5 in 2016) 

Continue to hold competitions:
"Beautiful Butterflies and Moths"



5 years later thanking WPP 
"who inspired me back then"

Continue to hold competitions:
"Beautiful Butterflies and Moths"



Biodiversity & art open studio days

Patterns of biodiversity awareness followed a trend along localities 
(urban vs. rural; by country) and age (children vs teenagers) groups 



'Greenify' Irish cities





#OurBiodiversity



#OurBiodiversity

Feature underrepresented
biodiversity (e.g. marine, insects,
fungi, microbes, etc) and their
importance to ecology and society



there is hope to bend the curve of biodiversity loss!



By Eileen & Angela

Get in touch:
wildpostcardproject@gmail.com

Thank you!


