local biodiversity through the art of children
By Eileen & Angela
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Global warming



Global warming & biodiversity loss
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Biodiversity




"Only if we
understand,
will we care.
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Only if we
care, will we
help. Only if
we help shall
all be saved"

-Jane Goodall
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Biodiversity-themed art competitions for children




Target audience, theme, fttes

wild postcard project

a biodiversity-themed artwork competition
for kids & teens (ages 5-18) in Ireland

{© mwm"
e think

about the animals &
plants that live in Ireland

create

an artwork depicting
Irish biodiversity

submit

your entry via our online
form (website below)

celebrate

the ten winning artworks
that will become postcards!

www.wildpostcardproject.com
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Announcement
Last updated on O7 Jan, 2021

Iltems

Search items

All

Ed Contact shop owner

81 Sales

47 Admirers

Report this shop to Etsy

WildPostcardProject &fw"&i"&

Wild Postcard Project

dCseIebratlng biodiversity with beautiful postear “ Top shop for gifts. A buyer bought a gift from this shop and

gave it a 5-star review!
Dublin, Leinster

g1sales Wi d kK &) Contact

( Q) Follow shop )

We've just added a brand new special edition item, the "Mega Supporter Pack™ which features 20 of
our all-time favourite postcards.

Read more

Sort: Custom -

Pick your favourite! Select an artwork fr... Irish wildlife postcard set of 18 - Full set ...

€3.00 €8.00 €10.00

Alaska wildlife postcard set of 19 - artwo...

German wildlife postcard set of 15 - Art...
€8.00 €20.00 €10.00

...postcards are sold
online and in stores




Since 2016: 9 competitions in 7 countries
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10,000 artworks received, over 100 winners

(pandemic didn't stop us!)
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ko Blodl\/erswq Art Contest

Title of your Artwork:
TH{

Short-answer text

ALASKA WL :IFE

CONSERVATION CENT

NSTCA ID
Pmﬂcr l

Artwork Description:

o s . b Long-answer text
Alaska Biodiversity Art Contest 2021 A
Form description
After section 1 Continue to next section - Do you Live in:
1. The countryside
2. Avillage
Participant Information: v
o 3. Atown
Description (optional)
4. Acity
Full. Name: 5. Option 5
Short-answer text
Your Borough/Census Area:
Age: 1. Aleutians East Borough

1. 5years



What's your favorite aspect of biodiversity? ~CONTACT INFORMATION~

We need the contact information (full name, email, phone number) of your school/parent/guardian to let you

Short-answer text know if you win!

Full Name:
Where do you Learn about biodiversity? (If other, specify)

Short-answer text

School
Family
Email:
Books s
Short-answer text
TV
News
Internet Phone Number:
Other... Short-answer text
Where did you (or your feacher/parent/quardian) hear about the competition? (If other, specify) Upload a photograph of your artwork here! *
School XL AddFile #\ View folder
Family
Facebook Anything you want to add? Write it in the space below! We re happy to hear from you.
(Have a question? Feel free to contact us at wildpostcardproject@gmail.com!)
Twitter

Long-answer text
Instagram



How we scored the artworks: summary of the categories and subcategories

used during the analysis of each artwork

Level of Organisation

The scale of the 'scene’ depicted in the artwork i.e. do young people depict individual organisms
or entire systems?

Landscape Features

Simple System

One or more organisms depicted amongst one
or more landscape features. E.g. a hare in a
meadow

One or more organisms depicted without land-
scape context (i.e. no landscape features.) E.g.
a fox on a blank background.

Specific aspects of the landscape depicted or indicated by the metadata, including those depicted in
the background. Certain features are grouped together as it may be difficult to distinguish between
them in the artworks (e.g. lake/pond). Artworks could feature more than one landscape feature.

Biome Type

The general nature of landscape or organisms depicted i.e. what biome types do young people depict?

Terrestrial  Freshwater Marine Other Terrestrial-  Terrestrial- n/a
Freshwater Marine
Dry land Aquatic Aquatic Landscapes  Terrestrial Terrestrial There is no
landscapes landscapes landscape or organ- and fresh- and marine  landscape
or organ- or organ- or organ- isms which  water land-  landscapes  depicted i.e.
isms. E.g. isms which  isms which  do not fit scapes or or organ- the 'Level
a meadow, are not are coastal into any organisms. isms. E.g. of Organ-
a fox. coastal or or oceanic.  other cate-  E.g. ariver  a cliff be- isation’ is
oceanic. E.g. coast, gory. running fore an a 'Single
E.g. river, ocean. through a ocean. Organism’
lake/pond. grassland/ or 'Multiple
meadow. organisms/-

taxa'.

Woods/ Grassland/  Stone/Rock  Soil/Ground Mountain /Hill River/
Forest Meadow Canal
Often indi- Patches Patches of Patches of A landmass pro- Strips
cated by a of green grey colours brown /yellow truding/raised of blue
line of trees colours. or cliffs. colours. from the ground, colour,
or by the or being roughly including
metadata. triangular in waterfalls.
shape.

Lake/Pond Coast Ocean Urban Other n/a
Circular/ Land meeting Marine water  Houses or other Landscape fea- There is no
closed the ocean, bodies (taxa human indi- ture can be iden- landscape.
patches of including depicted cators in the tified or does
blue colour. beaches. may help in absence of the not fit into any

identifying other landscape other categories in

this feature

in particular).

features.

this Section (e.g.
snow fields, bogs,

hedgerows).




How we scored the artworks: summary of the categories and subcategories
used during the analysis of each artwork

Animal Taxa

The faunal groups depicted. Artworks could feature more than one animal taxa.
For each artwork, all taxa depicted were recorded

Plant Elements

The floral elements depicted. Artworks could feature more than one plant element.

Tree

Branch /Twig

Shrub/Bush

Leaf

Trees with a crown or
without crowns.

Branches or twigs that
are not attached to a
tree.

Includes hedgerows.

Leaves that are not
attached to a tree.

Flower

Grass

Aquatic

Other

Includes colourful
circles in patches of
green.

Green coloured
patches and thin green
lines similar to grass
leaves.

Plants within a body

of water. E.g. lily-pad,

seaweed, cattails.

Plant elements are
not identifiable or do
not fit into any other
category. E.g. crops
such as carrots.

Mammal Bird Fish Crustacean Echinoderm Mollusc Cnidaria
Includes Includes Eg. E.g. crabs. Eg. E.g. snails, E.g.
organisms winged salmon. starfish, mussels, corals, sea,
appearing creatures sea, octopi. anemones,
furry’. E.g. in a sky. urchins. jellyfish.
fox, deer. E.g. puffin,

robin.
Porifera Reptile Amphibian Insect Annelid Arachnid Other
&
Myriapod
E.g. sea E.g. lizards, E.g. frogs, E.g. butter- E.g. earth- E.g. spi- Taxa are
sponges. snakes, newts. flies, bees, WOrms. ders, scor- not identifi-
turtles. ants. pions, cen-  able/do not
tipedes, fit into any
millipedes. category. 23

Evidence of Humans

The depiction of humans or elements which indicate the presence of humans i.e. do young people depict
humans as biodiversity?

Humans Indicators

Humans are present. Includes stick figures. E.g. roads, houses, bird boxes, fence, etc.




Examp[es Qf hOW we SCO red the artwo rks Landscape features: 'grassland/meadow’, 'river/canal’,

thus categorised as depicting a ’system’. Animal taxa =
‘'mammal’, 'insect’, ‘"amphibian’; Plant taxa = flower’,
‘grass’; Biome type: 'terrestrial-freshwater’; human
element: domestic animal (cow)
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Landscape feature: ’grassland/meadow’, thus categorised as
depicting a’system’. Animal taxa = ’'mammal’, 'bird’; Plant
elements: ’grass’, 'flower’; Biome type: ’terrestrial’




Examples of how we scored the artworks

No landscape feature depicted (animal on its own), thus Landscape feature: 'ocean' depicted, thus categorised as
classfied as a’simple’. Animal taxa = 'reptile’; Biome type: depicting a 'system'. (animal on its own), thus classified as a
‘terrestrial’ (animal is a terrestrial one) ‘'simple’. Animal taxa = ’mammal’; Biome type: ‘'marine’.



Results & discussion:

6 major trends






How children see Irish biodiversity:
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Reality of biodiversity.




Reality of biodiversity.

Brainstorming jam:
How could we reduce
this bilas?



How could we reduce this bias?

Create special
themed weeks, e.g.
" Phytopl_ankton
week" "Bivalve's walk through the
Address cultural week" etc... forest with kids and
foundations such as show them how
cartoons, sport exciting plants/tress
mascots, etc. they can be
always depict . i
mammals and birds Have children
books
insects hotels featuring non
in n"ljammal Have more
playgrounds! characters, programmes
Sl s for kids in Bring expert
schools about people to talk
insects about what
they have
seen in the
tell more aquatic world!
stories about
E:ther species, More
includingin
books, songs, school
movies field trips Tik Tok
[ ]
insects more
° education in
videos! and with

nature



'Where do you learn about biodiversity?’

AroundWhereWelive

Oma
Summer
Dad

Youtube V
I tcounesco
Walks
Teachers
Marine

Green(ommittee
Nature Biology BiodiversityActionPlanBallymun
BeingOut BO 0 h S [amp

News
VisitsToloughAndOtherReserves

(ourseOnBats




2. More kids depicting insects in 2020 artworks compared to 2016
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2. More kids depicting insects in 2020 artworks compared to 2016

Oinline editian: 155N 200%-5852
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° don bhFladhulra Develop a Pollinator Plan
Managed for wll-!g-hfe for your school

www.pollinators.ie
How-to-guide 5

Google trends "insect" 2010-2023 in Ireland
2020 comp.

Feb 1, 2010

Apr1,2019



3. Urban kids have lower awareness of biodiversity than rural kids
n=113 n=127

100%
= No landscape (e.g. animal portrait)
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4. Older kids (teens) have a more dissociated understanding of interactions
between natural systems

n=33 n=150 n=13
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4. Older kids (teens) have a more dissociated understanding of interactions
between natural systems

n = Nn=182 Nn=
100%

» No landscape
Other

® Urban

80%

17
60% I
. I_

Ocean

Coast

Lake/Pond

River/Canal

Mountain/Hill
Soil/Ground
"Stone/Rock

20%
m Woods/Forest

Relative proportion of landscape feature

0% Grassland/Meadow

5-6 years 7-12 years 13-18 years
Age group




Ids are more likely to include human indicators

Younger k

D.

L

Diana, Age 8

Emilie, Age 7



Brainstorming jam:

How might we help older and/or urban
kids:

e adopt a holistic view of biodiversity
(I.e. Interactions between nature
systems)

e see humans as part of nature (we
are also biodiversity)

-4
-2
-




How might we help older and/or urban kids:

Adopt a holistic view of biodiversity (i.e. interactions between nature systems)
+

See humans as part of nature (we are also biodiversity)

Could we have teens
take selfies of

themselves with
wildlife (wherever .
they live) and share cor;;!:dct p:llmators
. t that i
R Advertise e e
campaign? NGO's/Env Pi‘:f_“ res of key
- pollinators next to

ﬁeld t"ps to Centers for food items at stores

Create puzzles different school tours

where the final habitats etc Q

image is an

ecosystem showing {WO‘OdS,

humans, animals, coastal areas)

B Show how animals
Include humans naaf:l their (healthy)
when illustrating :anwronment, even
ecological o in zoos they need
interactions, such as trees, water, etc.
predator-prey, etc. Iead .

= " campsin
field trips with .p
Rely more on Citizen the focus on national
Science projects . .
that would show interactions of pa rks etc

this interaction animals!

Make use of social
media channels
amongst teens
(tiktok, snapchat) -
biodiversity channel
with short videos -
include a celebrity ;)
:D



6. Ireland is an island nation, but kids depict primarily terrestrial
biodiversity (not marine biomes)

n=33 n=150 n=13
100%

80%

60%

40%

Other

= Freshwater
20%

Relative proportion of biome type

= Marine

. Terrestrial-freshwater

0%
5-6 years 7-12 years  13-18 years = Terrestrial-marine

Age group . Terrestrial



6. Ireland is an island nation, but kids depict primarily terrestrial
biodiversity (not marine biomes)

Relative proportion of biome type

100%

o
O
N

60%

40%

(shortlisted entries only)

20%

0%

vs British Columbia entries

n=79 n=124
British Columbia Ireland

(Canada)



Brainstorming jam: How might we even out marine
vs terrestrial biodiversity awareness amongst the
public, scientists, and politicians in a place like
lIreland & in similar locations across Europe?



How might we even out marine vs terrestrial biodiversity awareness amongst the public,
scientists, and politicians in a place like Ireland & in similar locations across Europe?

develop
marine mini
games that
children can

play

Promote
Ocean
Literacy,
e-learning
(virtual
reality)!!

campaigns
highlighting cultural
importance of
marine biodiversity,
economic
impacts/benefits

introduc

snorkeling
tours (for kids)

compare different
coasts of the world
(with nice pictures
to keep people
engaged) - maybe
as a mini school
program

Contact Fair Seas
https://fairseas.ie/!
They are great for
campaigning for
MPAs in Ireland (and
meet the 30% MPA

help kids engage
with
marine-themed
industries

increase
public
transport to
coasts. even
50 km is too
far with no car

target)

have an ocean
themed week

at schools

¢

Make the sea more
accessible - get
more people to
spend time there

pride campaigns for
communities to
highlight what the
coast and coastal
biodiversity means
to them, why it's
special for their
communities

Canada has a Giant
Map Floor which is
super cool and itis a
really immersive
experience! So,
maybe creating
something similar
for Europe

make marine
environments more
visible in
mainstream/social
media!

more/better
education
centres at
locations
along the
ocean

https://canadiangeogr
aphic.ca/articles/giant
-floor-maps-put-stude
nts-on-the-map/ For
the Gigant Floor Map




Continue to hold competitions
"Beautiful Butterflies and Moths"

S

By Anna Bennis (age 5 in 2016)



Continue to hold competitions:
"Beautiful Butterflies and Moths"

i ?39%55‘3'5 *
’ ¢ Young
B Environmentalist
. Awards

b years later thanking WPP
"who inspired me back then"




Biodiversity & art open studio days
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Patterns of biodiversity awareness followed a trend along localities
(urban vs. rural; by country) and age (children vs teenagers) groups




'Greenify' Irish cities

Wk & o
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Indicators of Biodiversity

there is hope to bend the curve of biodiversity loss!

o
AL
-~ RECOVERY
e ~ BY 2050
"
ZERO NET »
LOSS OF NATURE
o FROM 2020 Pt Y, .
4 N"‘*-;:n__h* ;""’ « YO e LYAS -
LRRRE S W

2020 2030 2040 2050



Thank you!

By Eileen & Angela

Get in touch: @

wildpostcardproject@gmail.com cormecl g Ths !



