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Marine Protected Areas as a conservation tool
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Marine Protected Areas in EU legislation
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In 2022: 4,858 MP A®&414)
11.4% of EU waters

designated under national
law, European directives,
or regional conventions

Natura 2000 >70% of MPA coverage
but many MPAs overlap

designated for
ecological features |

") most are small & coastal

%o Pj’

~A { Wn! Y éepbEingtodhd Eukoddanenvironmental agency, EEZ from: marineregions.org



What protection in EU MPAs?

Summarizing regulations of activities usi

protection levels



Data sources
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= protectedseas Msp+ AV Expert-based
it EMODnet assessments
Management plans, up to 2021 MSP_ andad_ditional databases: Management plans, MSP (include
3312 MPAS. 460 70Nnes publicly available and downloadable, additional bylaws), surveys
A Publicly T documents,websites up to 2022 A OSPAR MPA assessmenRpessgeret al.
& digital maps 2,164 MPAs , 172 zones 2022); 93 MPAs, 8 zones
A Contact with management authorities to A EU MSRlatform + EMODnet A Portugal MPA assessment (update from
request information Ministries and MSP national platforms ZH;:Z e Costa et al. 2019); 58 MPAs, 14

A
A Regionalplatforms
A Additional non-comprehensive search

Combining regulations & activity data from multiple
Methods, all sources, &

database : Aminian Biquet L datasets, by keeping the most restrictive | Quality check
et al., Data in Brief, 2025 ﬁ EU assessment
Activities

at MPA & zone scale

MPA info from WDPA,Medpan, ProtectedSeas




Mappl ng
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See also Lippi et al. 2024
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Whatre MPAs made for?

® Allowed
Restricted

@ Prohibition

Unknown

Further analyses &
recommendations: Aminian -
Biquet et al; npj ocean
sustainability, 2025

A. Fishing, 69.4% of MPAs, 65.7% of total MPA area -

Sweden
Spain
Slovenia
Romania
Portugal
Poland
Netherlands
Malta
Lithuania
Latvia
Italy
Ireland
Greece
Germany
France
Finland
Estonia
Denmark
Cyprus
Croalia
Bulgaria

Belgium

C. Non-extractive uses, 34.8% of MPAs, 20.8% of total MPA area
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B. Dredging & dumping, 40.5% of MPAs, 27.9% of MPA area

¥

| | 1 1‘;.
i i A A
] e }
: — § L
| 1 .
=

- | g
- [ \f‘}
[ ] 1 v i
] oo gt e,

- & . s 2
— | s ,” /‘\’ H, Sa

| 7 e | i Bk
= W
9
| |
] | D
"y é
[ |
0 50 100%
MPA area

D. Mining, 28.0% of MPAs, 28.1% of total MPA area
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Levels of protection e
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Main results

scenario 1. based on lowest range of impacts
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Across all designation types
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