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P O L I C Y- M A K E R  R E A L I T Y  ( O F T E N )



Q U O T E S

The timing is so crucial, the urgency of the 
things, and of course of formats, so the 
policy implementers need the precise 
information at that very moment. If we 
don't have that, then policies are done 
anyway. You cannot stop the train, the train 
has gone. So if the policy evidence is not 
clear and ready, if it's ambiguous, if it's not 
there, then yes, it is not taken into account. 
(Naomi, EU)

The science has to be filtered to get to us. 
National reporting and agencies, EMSA, 
EEA. I do not look at individual scientific 
papers. (Naomi, EU)

I would say that my 
networks would be the 
main information. (Ladon, 
EU)

I work so much on our own 
assessment, that's where I would 
probably internalize most of my 
information from. (Brina, RSC)

Underpinning of decisions with 
hard data, which scientists often 
can't deliver because science is not 
always so accurate. It's not easy to 
find one person or organization 
that can deliver what we want. 
What we are trying to do is an 
expert proposal for policy. We are 
administrators, but we come often 
from technical background (Harry, 
EU)

We hire or we really pay 
universities and marine 
institutes to devote time to 
think about the questions 
that we asked them. (Luke, 
national)

We have quite long history 
of state assessments. 
(Charles, national)
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H O W  T O  N AV I G A T E  T H E  P O L I C Y  W O R L D  
T H E N ?
1. Engage with policy actors

2. Don’t count on anyone reading papers

3. Don’t assume that data alone will be enough to make 
policy actors act

4. Be aware of relevant policies and the policy process
• Policy windows



T H A N K S  F O R  Y O U R  
AT T E N T I O N !

A N Y  Q U E S T I O N S ?
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