Michael Begg

Sound artist / Composer

Musical Director, Black Glass Ensemble, Associate
artist, The Queen’s Hall.

“Michael Begg is one of Scotland’s most innovative and
emotionally affecting musicians. His work bridges science
and art, classical and contemporary, breaking new
ground while thrilling audiences.”

Alan Morrison, Head of Music, Creative Scotland
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Grab new data M 1.0+ earthquakes
M 2.5+ earthguakes
Data call

M 4.5+ earthguakes
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Kill all loops
M 5.5+ earthquakes

Quakes in last hour: 6

hitps:fearthguake.usgs.gov/earthguakes/feed’v1.0/summary/all_hour.geojson
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cinaad? "Wed, 28 Dec 2022 13:50:2T GMT"

satmame: "MLUISAT 5"

lat: -40.850179

lon: -149.838817

az: 292.01

elev: -76.33

ra: 141.263385

dec: -49.04591

tim: 1672235427

eclip: O

hours: 13

mins: 50

date: "Wed Dec 28 2022"
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141.263385

EARTH RESOURCES SATELLITES
(150}

Earth resource satellites have the
mission to monitor Earth's oceans,
ice caps, and coastal regions etc.
They provide systematic, repetitive
global measurements of wind speed
and direction, wave height, surface
temperature, surface altitude, cloud
cover, and atmospheric water vapor
level etc.

I
X

b A by e

open b 4

t

N B T

21
oon hMoncxide Mitrogen Cicxide

DEFRA

12-28T13:.00:00+00:0

DEFRA

Oriental =

location: "Edinburgh 5t Leonards™

city: Edinburgh
Country: GB

latitude: 55.945589
longitude: -3.182186

Weather

pm10LU: 2022-12-28T13:00:00+00:00
pml0source: DEFRA

Cl I T

Humidity ~ Wind s02LU: 2022-12-28T13:00:00+00:00
soZsource: DEFRA
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weather: Rain
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Temp Pressure
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It's a wonderful ambient combination of electronics,me_ldﬁre%rdings, strings, brass and percussion
with sonified data feeds from environmental and earth ob%‘e‘i*vat' agencies.

One of the most stunning«nstrumental pe%f that kind tmgerienced.

‘ EHFM Radio

Light Water Is Black Water B#
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"Music Is the pleasure the human mind experiences from counting
without being aware that it is counting."
Gottfried Leibniz

“It [the theory of relativity] occurred to me by intuition,
and music was the driving force behind that intuition.
My discovery was the result of musical perception.”
Albert Einstein
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EARTH / PERCENT

Concrete solutions for our greatest challenges
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-~ LightWaterlsBlac
i water i Blck Wt . 9 , Listen Now
—— (. Michael Begg - 2021+ 7 songs, 54 min 30 sec
Browse >
o
° o Radio ',_‘A\.’w
# TITL 2N
(J3) OpeniniTunes 2 . =

1 Invocation
Michael Begg

o Data February
Michael Begg

Light Water Is Black Water
Michael Begg

The Arctic Night ' . .
3 - . = -
Michael Begg o —— - %

4 Air Pressure A--—-"- S et —

Michael Begg : T ) Light Water IS BIaCk Water

5 Spring Bloom
Michael Begg

ALTERNATIVE - 2021

6 Data July
Michael Begg

m{)) Listen now

AAAAAA The Arctic Day ’ Preview

As Cold As Ice

- ; "F - - - : - I Invocation 4:16
Elizabeth Alker presents chilling ambient sounds inspired by the 11 days left to listy
Arctic marine environment, featuring an exclusive first play of a track ® 1 hour
from Tim Hecker's new record The North Water, which soundtracks a 2 Data February 9:00
film that follows a doomed Arctic journey. The composer Michael : : - ,
Begg transforms daily average data points for ice concentration and L w" : * 3 The Arctic Night 8:50
thickness, air temperature, pressure, precipitation and evaporation e i 3
into melodic lines and harmonic content on his album Light Water Is | - € . \ o, \ 4 Air Pressure Anomaly in January 6:32
Black Water. The steep ravines and waterfalls of the Calderdale Valley " : ‘ 1 L
in West Yorkshire form the inspiration for the latest release by the &1 Soring Bloom in Moy 9:24

artist known as Spaceship and there’s a little something from a
forthcoming Animal Collective album.

6 Data July

Produced by Rebecca Gaskell L B ) . N
A Reduced Listening production for BBC Radio 3 o ‘ ) 7 The Arctic Day 8:5

N
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l key ferm for us is solastalgia, descnibing the
acute anxiety anising from living through
environmental change,” says composer
Michoel Begg of the mspumaton behind
Black Giass In Picces. 'It's a cunous word.
Nobody has beard of it and then, whe T you be il themn what
it means, everyone says, [ have that” " This is what we are
creatmg music for, %o recognise and address that condition.”
Begg formed Black Glass Ensemble to create new forms
and processcs of music in the place where comtemporary
classical and experimental clectronic meet. “Such
crossover works generally tend to be one side co-opting
the other to their own ends, but [ was keen that we should
defimitely meet in the middle, far from
our comfort zone. It generutes a fragile,
mmate context in which we can
realise new work.’
A key part of Begg's process s
using software to transform data
streams (weather systems, climate
changes, satellite trucks, funar eclipses)
intfo sounds and musical scores. “Combining scores,
data streams, atmospheric recorders and  structured
improvisation, we can project 2 frue soundscape of a
planet in crisis, and the musical response %o that cnsis,’
he explains. The result is music of uncanny beawty, where
enviroomental so ur-;. and mysterious electro-acoustic
timbres fold into ghacsal strings and warm beass

‘My mam objective for Black Glass In Pieces is to
find ways to dissolve the divide between audience and
musicians,” Begg adds. 'We are going to dissolve the stage
and tum tzme back on itself.’

Michael Begg And The Black Glass Ensemble:
Black Glass In Pleces, Queen's Hall, 16 & 17

August, 8,30pm,
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The world's greatest print and online music magazine. Independent since 1982 - F IFTEEN A
| AUESTIONS

/)

INTERVIEWS /ABOUT .I:

new music by Michael Begg and Black Glass Ensemble

Michael Begg about Data Q
Composition and Music for

Human Survival

" haven't found God vyet. But you might say

that | have found the place where God
should be.”

Mame: Michael Begg

Occupation: Composar, sound artist, musician
Mationality: Scottish

Recent releas.e o Michae Begg's new 1|'L.IIT‘ Mooniight and

Sentimentis out
Enzsemble, heis a Er exploring “new mn
anthropocene it the margins of cl
music.”

er wit I‘ The Black Glass

J"'C‘

If you enfoyed these thoughts by Michae! Begg and would like to
find out more about his work, alf of his profifes can be found via
s inktree

Chver the course of his career, Michae! Begg has collaborated
a wide range of artists, ir iding Chris v, ._' odagh
k)

|
Simonds's Fovea Hex, and Hans-Joachim Roede

Sounding The ICe FaCtory Egggg gﬂ: IlE‘hri*s Connelly interview]

ans-Joachim Roedelius interview]
Road our Hans-Joachim Roedelius interview about Eao

by Micl -, ol «\

Edit

Thermocline (model)

Digital Album

Includes high- ty download in MP3, FLAC and more. Paying
supporters also get unlimited streaming via the free Bandcamp app.

Bandcamp exclusive release. Includes 6 page information booklet
with scientific context
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http://michaelbegg.studio

