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The European Marine Board provides a pan-European platform for 
its member organizations to develop common priorities, to advance 
marine research and to bridge the gap between science and policy, in 
order to meet future marine science challenges and opportunities.
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The European Marine Board (established in 1995) facilitates enhanced 

cooperation between European organizations involved in marine science 

(research institutes, research funding bodies and nationally-based 

consortia of third-level institutes) towards development of a common 

vision on the research priorities and strategies for marine science in Europe.

“The European Marine Board plays a very crucial role developing  

and communicating common positions on research priorities and

strategies for European marine science, as well as facilitating

cooperation between stakeholders involved in supporting,

developing and using marine research and technology.”

Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, 

EU Commissioner for Research, Innovation and Science

The European Marine Board acts at the interface between science on the 

one hand and science and maritime policy on the other. As such, the Board 

is a long-established European science policy interface focused on the seas 

and oceans.

By providing a platform for a large number of marine and maritime  

research stakeholders, EMB fosters collaborations and joint identification 

of priorities. Through facilitation of expert working groups, preparation 

of joint statements and organizing high-level stakeholder events (e.g.  

EMB Open Forum and the EurOCEAN conference series), EMB contributes to 

forging a collective  vision on the future direction of European marine science 

and technology for sustainable ocean management and governance.

Credits: Borell, ZMT / Ferdinando Boero / EMB / Noe Sardet / EMB / NOC

Science

Policy

IMPACT 

• European Research Area
• Research programming
• Research investments
• Capacities & infrastructures
• Seas & Oceans management 
• Maritime policy

INTELLECTUAL INPUNT

• Emerging issues
• New opportunities
• Expert working groups
• Science foresight
• Research prioritization

STRATEGIC OUTPUTS

• Position Papers
• Vision Documents
• Statements
• Conferences and Fora
• Targeted interventions

TARGET AUDIENCE

• European Commision
• European Parliament
• National policymakers 
 and programme managers
• Science community
• General public

Enhancing cooperation between 
European organizations



Credits: Mike Thorndyke  / Rodrigues, CIIMAR / IFREMER / EMB

The EMB provides the essential components for transferring knowledge 

from the scientific community to decision makers, promoting Europe’s 

leadership in marine research and technology. The EMB initiates analysis 

and studies and translates them into clear policy recommendations to  

national agencies and governments as well as to European institutions.

Since 2001 the Navigating the Future series has been widely recognized, 

both by researchers and science policymakers, as providing critical periodic 

foresight and recommendations on emerging marine science topics and 

needs and associated societal challenges and opportunities. Navigating 

the Future IV (June 2013) has been recognized as a blueprint for the next 

phase of seas and oceans research in Europe.

Transferring knowledge and promoting leadership 
in marine research and technology

In 2014, the European Marine Board represents
36 member organizations from 19 countries.

Position Paper 16

Monitoring Chemical Pollution  
in Europe’s Seas
Programmes, Practices and Priorities for Research

November 2011www.marineboard.eu
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Future IV
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Marine 
Renewable 
Energy
Research Challenges and 
Opportunities for a new 
Energy Era in Europe

The Vision
“By 2050 Europe could source up to 50% of 
its electricity needs from Marine Renewable 
Energy. This would have a profound impact on 
the European economy and European citizens. It 
would contribute to energy supply and security, 
reduce CO2 emissions and their impact on 
the oceans, improve the overall state of the 
environment, improve quality of life, create jobs in 
a range of innovative sectors and herald a new era 
of environmentally sustainable development.” 

 
This Vision is achievable and the potential 
rewards are considerable. It will rely on political 
commitment, public support, the establishment of 
a European offshore energy grid and a supportive 
fiscal and planning regime. Crucially, it will 
also require sustained research to feed both 
innovation and concept demonstration, and to 
develop appropriate environmental monitoring 
protocols.

www.esf.org/marineboard

Marine Board  
Vision Document 2

October 2010
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Position Paper 15

Marine Biotechnology:
A New Vision and Strategy for Europe
September 2010

Marine Board Member Organisations

www.esf.org/marineboard

marine board future science brief #1

Marine Biodiversity: 
A Science Roadmap 
for Europe

Position Paper 18

Achieving Ecologically Coherent  
MPA Networks in Europe: 
Science Needs and Priorities
April 2013
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Position Paper 19

Human Health:
A Strategic Research Priority for Europe
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Marine Board Special Report

Climate Change and Marine Ecosystem Research

Synthesis of European Research on the Effects  
of Climate Change on Marine Environments
September 2011
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www.clamer.eu

CLAMER PROJECT PARTNERS
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European Marine Board

EMB Working Group
Scienti�c foresight and
 strategy development

Topic of EU dimension, 
but lacking visibility/integration/coordinated approach

Policy Paper
Recommendations to EU and
national research and funding
programmes
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National Research Council of Italy

MASTS

UNIVERSITÉS MARINES

Irish Marine 
Universities 
Consortium 
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